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ANZAC DAY COMMENTS 
Statement 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [5.07 pm]: 
This morning during a debate, Hon Michael Mischin suggested that I had made comments at an Anzac Day 
ceremony that he considered were disrespectful. I reject that completely and absolutely. I say to the member that 
although there are certain members of Parliament who might take a Colonel Blimp type of approach to these 
events, quite frankly, I believe that the significance of World War I was such that it deserves and requires us to 
talk directly and honestly about what went on. I started reading C.E.W. Bean’s history of the Great War when 
I was about 12 years of age. I read that over a number of years and it had a deeply powerful impact on me. It led 
me to see that this was killing on an industrial scale. This was an appalling atrocity for which leaders at that time 
must bear some responsibility. What I said, and the point that I made that, apparently, Hon Michael Mischin has 
taken exception to, was this: I think the thing that we learn from this is not the glorification of war nor the approval 
of millions and millions of people from around the world being lined up and shot. That is not what we take from it. 
What we take from it is we look at the conduct of those Australian soldiers, and I can tell members that those soldiers 
have been an inspiration to me in my life. I was explaining that I went through a difficult period during the time 
of building the Mandurah railway line. As I said, it was a very hard thing for me to do. Sometimes I would go 
home at 11 o’clock at night—this was in the days when faxes still came through—and I used to think, “Can I keep 
doing this?” 

Opposition members interjected. 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: Okay. I know that members opposite are all really strong. I am sorry I am not 
as strong as you guys. I have not achieved what you guys have achieved. 

I would think, “I can’t feel sorry for myself.” I would think of what those people endured in Gallipoli and what 
those people endured for years in those trenches on the Western Front, and I said, “If they can do that …”, which 
was immeasurably harder than what I was being asked to do. I think very earnestly that this is the message and the 
positive takeout that we can get from that incredible bravery, that duty, that innovation and that resilience of the 
soldiers at Gallipoli and on the Western Front, and I do not apologise for being inspired by those people. 
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